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Unit 6: Do Great Athletes Deserve Great Salaries? 
 
Explaining Sports Salaries: A Historical Review 
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Chapter 1: The Start of Professional Sports  
 
Long ago, sports were simple. People played them for fun, not for money. There was no thought 
of earning from these games. Players played games like soccer, basketball, and baseball 
because they loved them. The main reward was the fun and the challenge of the game, not 
money. But as more people began watching these games, things started to change. Teams and 
clubs noticed that many people enjoyed watching sports. They realized they could make money 
by selling tickets to the games. This money from tickets and other sales is called revenue. As 
teams earned more revenue, they started thinking about paying the players. This is called 
compensation. 
 
At first, the compensation for players was a small sum. It showed appreciation for their 
skills and effort. This annual money was just enough to keep players focused on the sport. 
But even though this sum was small, it was the start of professional sports. It was a time 
when the fun of the game began to mix with the business of sports. Players started to see the 
benefits of their hard work in the form of compensation. This change was the beginning of 
a new era in sports history. 
 
Chapter 2: The First Salaries  
 
As more people started to like watching sports, the idea of paying players started to change. 
The very first players to get money for playing didn’t get a lot of money. What they were paid 
was a little way of saying good job for how well they played and for making people happy. But 
over the years, this compensation grew. Players still didn’t get paid much, but they could 
now focus on playing rather than having to find other work. Getting this money showed that 
playing sports could be a real job, not just something to do for fun. Players started to think of 
their ability to play sports as something special, something they could make money from. 
 
The introduction of salaries changed the way players and fans viewed sports. It was no longer 
just a game; it was also a way to earn a living. This change brought new challenges and 
opportunities. Players began to dream of making sports a full-time career, dedicating their 
lives to the games they loved. 
 
Chapter 3: The Rise of Big Money  
 
As the years went by, sports became more than just games. They turned into major events 
with lots of fans. This change led to a big increase in the money involved in sports. Teams 
started earning more from ticket sales, merchandise, and even TV rights. This increase in 
earnings was a significant change in the sports world. 
 
With more revenue coming in, the way players were paid started to change. Players’ salaries 
began to increase. Some players became stars, known by many people. These star players 
could earn much more because of their skills and popularity. Their salaries were much higher 
than those of the average player, especially when considered on an annual basis. Before, 
players earned just enough to live on. Now, some could earn enough to live very comfortably. 
This was especially true for the top players in the most popular sports. 
 



 

IF2 SB Unit 06 Extended Reading.docx 

Teams had to plan how to use their money. Some teams started spending a lot of money to 
recruit the best players. Teams hoped that by having better players, they would win more 
games and earn more money. However, this did not always work as planned. Sometimes, 
teams spent too much money and had problems. 
 
Chapter 4: Big Budgets and Big Debts 
 
As sports continued to grow, teams began to handle more money than ever before. With this 
growth, they faced new challenges. One of these was learning how to manage their finances 
effectively. Managing money in sports is not just about paying players. It involves many other 
costs. Teams needed to create a budget. A budget is a plan for how to spend money. This 
plan includes everything from player salaries to stadium maintenance. A good budget helps 
a team use its money wisely. Teams had to make sure they had enough money for all their 
needs. However, managing a budget can be difficult. Sometimes, teams made mistakes. They 
might spend too much on new players or expensive stadiums. This overspending could lead to 
debt. When a team is in debt, it can be a big problem. 
 
Being in debt meant teams had less money for other things. They might have to borrow money 
or find new ways to make money. This could include selling more tickets or merchandise. But, 
if a team had too much debt, it could be in real trouble. It could even mean a team might have 
to stop playing. 
 
Some teams managed their budgets well. They found a balance between spending on players 
and other costs. These teams often did better in the long run. They had enough money to pay 
for everything and did not get into too much debt. Other teams struggled with their budgets. 
They found it hard to make enough money to cover their costs. This was especially true if they 
did not win many games. Winning games can bring in more fans and more money. Teams that 
lost a lot of games often had a harder time financially. Teams learned that managing money 
is a big part of sports. It’s not just about playing games. It’s also about making smart financial 
decisions. This is important for the success of both the team and the sport. 
 
Chapter 5: Controversies and Questions 
 
As the salaries of sports players continued to rise, people started to talk more about it. This 
topic became a big discussion. Some people thought that the high salaries were good. Others 
did not agree. This difference in opinions made the topic controversial. 
 
The high salaries of players were controversial because not everyone thought they were fair. 
Some people said that players deserved the high salaries. They argued that players worked 
hard and brought a lot of fans to the games. These fans spent money, which helped the teams 
make more money. However, other people thought that the salaries were too high. They said 
that other important jobs did not pay as much. For example, teachers and doctors. They felt 
it was not right that players earned more than these other important workers. 
 
The debate about player salaries was not just about the money. It was also about what is 
important in society. It made people think about the value of sports compared to other jobs. 
This controversial topic was talked about a lot in newspapers and on TV. It was something 
that many people had strong feelings about. Teams also had to think about this issue. They 
had to decide how much to pay their players. They wanted to have good players, but they also 
had to think about their budget. Paying very high salaries could be a problem if it meant the 
team did not have enough money for other things. This controversial topic is still part of 
sports today. It shows that sports are not just games. They are also about money, people’s 
opinions, and what is valued in society. 
 
Chapter 6: Gender Differences 
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In the world of sports, not all athletes are paid the same. One big reason for this difference is 
gender. Generally, male athletes earn more money than female athletes. This is true in many 
sports around the world. This is obviously not fair. Why does this gap exist and how can we 
close it? 
 
First, let’s look at why this gap happens. One reason is the revenue the sports bring in. Sports 
with more viewers usually make more money. These sports can pay their athletes higher 
salaries. Historically, men’s sports have attracted more fans. This means they have had more 
money for player salaries. Another reason is sponsorship. Companies often recruit and pay 
male athletes more for endorsements. This is because they think male athletes are more 
popular. 
 
However, things are starting to change. Female athletes are gaining more recognition. They 
are showing everyone their talent and hard work. As a result, some female sports are 
attracting more fans and sponsors. It means these sports can start paying their athletes more 
money in compensation. 
 
Closing the gender pay gap in sports will not happen quickly. It requires effort from everyone 
involved. Sports organizations need to support female athletes more. This means promoting 
women’s sports and making sure they get the same resources as men’s sports. Fans can help 
too. By watching and supporting women’s sports, fans increase the sport’s popularity. This 
can lead to more money from ticket sales and sponsorships. In the end, the goal is to make 
sure all athletes are paid fairly. Whether male or female, athletes work hard. They all deserve 
compensation for their effort and talent. Closing the gender pay gap is an important step 
toward making sports fair for everyone. 
 
Chapter 7: Analysis and Future 
 
In recent times, the way people look at sports salaries has become more detailed. Experts and 
analysts now do a deep analysis to understand sports salaries better. This analysis looks at 
many things, like how much money teams make and how they spend it. Analysis is important 
because it helps teams make good decisions. For example, when a team wants to recruit new 
players, it needs to know how much it can afford to pay them. A good recruitment strategy is 
important for a team’s success. 
 
Another important thing for teams is profit. Profit is the money a team has left after paying 
all its costs. Making a profit is important because it means the team is doing well financially. 
A team that makes a profit can invest in better players, better facilities, and other things 
that help it succeed. 
 
Sports salaries are still a big topic of discussion. Some people think players earn too much. 
Others think high salaries are okay because of the revenue players help bring in. This 
discussion is likely to continue as sports keep changing. Looking to the future, sports salaries 
might keep increasing. But teams will need to be careful. They will have to balance paying 
high salaries with making a profit and managing their budget. This balance is important 
for the health of the sport. 
 
In conclusion, the world of sports salaries is complex. It involves analysis, budget 
management, recruitment, and profit. Understanding these aspects is key to understanding 
the future of sports. As sports continue to grow, the way teams manage their money will be 
very important. This will affect not just the players and teams, but the fans and the sport 
itself. 
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Questions 
 
1. What was the main reward for players in the early times of professional sports? 

A) Fame 
B) Money 
C) Fun and challenge 
D) Career advancement 

 
2. What led to the introduction of compensation for players? 

A) The need for better training facilities 
B) Increasing revenue from ticket sales 
C) Government regulations 
D) Players’ demand for salaries 

 
3. What was the nature of the first compensation given to players? 

A) A large sum of money 
B) Stock options in the team 
C) A small annual amount 
D) Performance bonuses 

 
4. How did the introduction of salaries change the perception of sports? 

A) Made it less popular 
B) Decreased players’ performance 
C) Led to the decline of sports 
D) Turned it into a potential career 

 
5. What contributed to the rise of big money in sports? 

A) Increase in ticket sales, merchandise, and TV rights 
B) Decrease in fan interest 
C) Government funding 
D) Reduction of team expenses 

 
6. What challenge did teams face with the growth of sports? 

A) Managing finances and budget 
B) Decreasing fan base 
C) Finding players 
D) Lowering ticket prices 

 
7. What can lead a sports team into debt? 

A) Winning too many games 
B) Investing in merchandise 
C) Paying low salaries to players 
D) Overspending on players and facilities 

 
8. Why did the topic of sports salaries become controversial? 

A) Disagreements over team strategies 
B) Different opinions on the fairness of high salaries 
C) Conflicts between players and managers 
D) Media misrepresentation 

 
9. According to the text, what causes debates about player salaries? 

A) Their performance in games 
B) The location of the team 
C) The age of the players 
D) Comparison with salaries in other professions 
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10. What is a crucial aspect of managing a sports team? 

A) Maintaining a strong fan base 
B) Winning all games 
C) Analysis of salaries and financial strategies 
D) Focusing solely on player recruitment 

 
Vocabulary Review 
 
analysis: the detailed examination of elements or structure of something 
Example: Experts and analysts now do a deep analysis to understand sports salaries better. 
(Chapter 7) 
 
annual: occurring once every year 
Example: This annual money was just enough to keep players focused on the sport. (Chapter 
1) 
 
budget: an estimate of income and expenditure for a set period 
Example: Teams needed to create a budget. A budget is a plan for how to spend money. 
(Chapter 4) 
 
compensation: something, typically money, awarded to someone for loss, injury, or suffering 
Example: At first, the compensation for players was a small sum. (Chapter 1) 
 
controversial: describes a subject that people disagree about 
Example: This difference in opinions made the topic controversial. (Chapter 5) 
 
debt: when you owe more money than you have, you are in debt 
Example: This overspending could lead to debt. (Chapter 4) 
 
profit: the money left after all expenses are paid 
Example: Another important thing for teams is profit. (Chapter 7) 
 
recruit: to invite someone to join a group or team 
Example: Some teams started spending a lot of money to recruit the best players. (Chapter 3 
 
revenue: the total money earned by a business 
Example: This money from tickets and other sales is called revenue. (Chapter 1) 
 
sum: an amount of money 
Example: At first, the compensation for players was a small sum. (Chapter 1) 


